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KANSAS CITY, KANSAS LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
March 1, 2021 

Minutes 
 

The Kansas City, Kansas Landmarks Commission met in regular session (via Zoom 
Meeting) on Monday, March 1, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
Mr. David Meditz, Chairman Presiding, Ms. Karen French, Vice Chairman, Mr. Murrel 
Bland, Mr. Stephen Craddock, Ms. Beverly Easterwood, Ms. Micki Hill, Mr. Jim 
Schraeder, and Mr. Charles Van Middlesworth (Absent: Chamberlain and Taylor.)   Mr. 
Gunnar H. Hand, AICP, Director of Planning, Ms. Janet L. Parker, CSC/APC, Executive 
Assistant, Mr. Michael Farley, Planner, and Mr. Daniel Kuhn, Assistant Counsel, were 
also present. 
 
Presentation Starts at 1:49: 
 
Presentation by Dr. Greg Mosier, President of Kansas City Kansas Community 
College, concerning their proposed project at the former 7th Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church at 1101 North 7th Street Trafficway.  (His presentation is available with audio 
and video.) 
 
Questions were directed to Dr. Mosier by the Landmarks Commission. 
 
Chairman Meditz stated that the next step is to put this item on the agenda for an 
update in April.  He further stated that the Commission is willing to work with him on this 
project.  Dr. Mosier asked if there is a contact person he can work with to coordinate the 
structural engineering report.  Planning Director Hand stated that he should work with 
Jud Knapp at jknapp@wycokck.org as he is the Landbank Coordinator and this property 
is now part of the Unified Government’s Landbank properties.   
 
Minutes Consideration Starts at 1:01:40: 
 
Minutes of the February 1, 2021 meeting were approved as distributed.  
 
Application Starts at 1:03:03: 
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION #CA2021-003 – BRIAN 
LOCKETT - SYNOPSIS:  Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of siding, 
windows, and roofing second-story addition in the rear at 1052 Laurel Avenue, 
commonly known as the Townsend House, located within the Parkwood Historic 
District, listed as a Kansas City, Kansas Historic District (August 25, 1988). 
 
Present in Support: 
 
 Brian Lockett, applicant, 1052 Laurel Avenue, Kansas City, Kansas 66101 
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Present in Opposition: 
 
 No one appeared. 

 
Staff Recommendation Starts at 1:08:50:  Planner Farley stated that six (6) or seven 
(7) main items are being replaced or rehabilitated.  All the trim will be changed from 
white to black and the roof will be a mixed brown.  He further stated that he and the 
applicant will finalize the roof color in the near future.  The siding will be replaced as per 
the samples that the applicant has provided and installed horizontally.  The proposed 
expansion will mimic, but will not match, the existing windows in order to not present a 
false historic look.  The only two (2) doors that will be replaced are in the rear expansion 
by a sliding glass door.  Staff conditioned that the roofing and siding for the expansion 
match the house.  Planner Farley further stated that one (1) of the three (3) chimneys 
will be demolished, and staff has determined that will be acceptable as it was an old 
brick service chimney and does not match the two (2) existing, historic stone chimneys.  
They are unique to the house and match the soffits.   
 
Motion and Vote Starts at 1:16:03: 
 
On motion by Mr. Schraeder, seconded by Ms. French, the Landmarks Commission 
voted as follows to APPROVE Certificate of Appropriateness #CA2021-003: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Not Present 
Craddock:  Aye 
Easterwood:  Aye  
French:  Aye  
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Aye 
Taylor:  Not Present   
Van Middlesworth: Aye 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 7 to 0 
Subject to: 
 
1. Any additional work on the primary structure or the garage not listed in 

the scope of work must receive a separate Certificate of 
Appropriateness; 

 
2. If the new roofing material is a different color than black, the applicant 

must  first present the proposed color to Staff for approval; 
 
3. The transom window on the second story of the south (front) 

elevation must  be maintained or replaced in kind; 
 
4. The ornamented railing on the second story of the south (front) 

elevation must  be maintained; and, 
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5. The decorative support braces on the eaves will remain. 
 
Reports Start at 1:17:  
 
Downtown Ordinance Outreach Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman 
Schraeder stated that the subcommittee did not meet this last month.  Staff met with 
Rosin and Associates who is the consultant that the Unified Government used for the 
2016 Downtown survey. Some of the properties that were surveyed in 2016, and are 
outside the downtown area, could be listed individually or as a multiple listing.  He 
stated that with the information provided by KCKCC this evening, he may have a 
meeting this month (March) and asked staff to gather information on the church.   

 
Korean/Vietnam Memorial at Wyandotte County Lake - Commissioner Hill stated she 
and Commissioner Meditz met with Director Hand and two (2) employees of the Parks 
and Recreation Department.  Staff provided information on the Korean/Vietnam 
Memorial; including the project’s case file, which was scanned and sent to the 
Commission.  She stated that any funds that are raised are required to go through the 
Parks Foundation.  The memorial was rehabbed in 2000 and the names of those 
involved in the rehabilitation have been provided to her.  She stated that the next steps 
include obtaining a scope of work and cost proposal and then presenting their proposal 
to the  Parks Board, Parks Foundation and then the Board of Commissioners.  
Commissioner Schraeder stated that at one time he was the Chairman of the Parks 
Board and the Wyandotte County Parks Foundation can oversee the funds.  
Commissioner Hill stated that a meeting is set with Mike Connor, former Director of 
Parks and Recreation, on March 18th. constructed.  Chairman Meditz stated that this 
item is to provide an update at the April meeting. 
 
Finalized “Economic Benefits of Historic Designation” Flyer – Commissioner 
Easterwood requested clarification on the Environ’s Review conducted by staff.  
Director Hand explained the staff does an administrative review of proposals that are 
not listed as an Historic Landmark and are not part of an Historic District.  Director Hand 
stated staff will update that portion of the flyer for clarity.  He asked that all comments 
on the flyer be submitted by Friday, March 5, 2021.   
 
Kansas SHPO Grant – Director Hand stated that there have been some follow-up 
conversations with Unified Government staff regarding the Downtown Historic District, 
the 2016 study completed by Rosin Associates, and how the Unified Government is 
going to proceed with Sauer Castle.  He stated that in researching the cost of 
conducting a City-Wide Historic Survey the cost would be in the millions of dollars.  
Another concern is that it has taken five (5) years to follow-up on the 2016 Downtown 
Study and if a County-Wide Study were conducted, it is could potentially become 
obsolete before action could be taken.  Director Hand requested that the Commission 
pursue two SHPO grants instead of a City-Wide grant.  He would propose pursuing a 
grant for a Downtown commercial historic district and multiple church listing and one to 
expand the designation of Sauer Castle.  There has been some development regarding 
the Sauer Castle.  The wine cellar and the parcel of land that was the former vineyards 
is now a Landbank property and it has been recommended that the Sauer Castle 



March 1, 2021 4 

designation be updated to include this property.  It would create a larger scope of what 
could be done with this property.   
 
On motion by Mr. Schraeder, seconded by Ms. Hill, the Landmarks Commission voted 
as follows to instruct staff to submit two (2) grant requests (as outlined by staff) to the 
Kansas State Historic Preservation Office: 
Bland:   Aye 
Chamberlain  Not Present 
Craddock:  Aye 
Easterwood:  Aye  
French:  Aye  
Hill   Aye 
Meditz:  Chairman 
Schraeder:  Aye 
Taylor:  Not Present   
Van Middlesworth: Aye 
Motion to APPROVE Passed: 7 to 0 
 
Commissioner Schraeder stated that he would like noted that the Commission is 
temporarily not pursuing a City-wide survey request and has not given up on this 
project.  
 
Resolution in support of preserving the County’s architectural, cultural and 
ethnic heritage by the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Members of the Commission stated that they would like to have further discussion and 
would like to have more than just this statement to review and present.  Planning 
Director Hand stated that he will draft something for the Commission to review at the 
April meeting. 
 
Chairman Meditz stated that he would request that the staff provide a report of the 
historical status of the Woodlawn and Oak Grove Cemeteries.  These properties are 
owned by the Unified Government.  He would like this item to be on the April agenda. 
 
Discussion of Presentation by Dr. Mosier, KCKCC. 
 
Commissioner Hill stated that she has a vested interest in KCKCC as a student and 
resident of the city.  She further stated that she has concerns about the proposal and 
how it will affect the existing education at the college.  She stated that she knows this is 
not within the scope of the Commission, but should be considered as well as the 
services already in the community.   She is worried that the college’s attention will be on 
the new campus and not the existing college or the satellite sites on State Avenue. 
 
Chairman Meditz stated that as far as the Landmarks Commission goes, it has to keep 
its decisions within the scope of the ten (10) items designated by State Statute and law. 
 



March 1, 2021 5 

Commissioner Schraeder stated that he can provide the names of some of the Trustees 
for the college.  He thinks that her concerns would best be addressed to them and they 
could answer her questions.  He thinks that behind the scenes there has been a lot of 
work to get the presentation to the Commission which he feels is beneficial.  He thinks 
that the presentation tonight was a good thing and there is still a long ways to go.  He 
further stated that he thinks that Dr. Mosier’s presentation of the many things they want 
to do is commendable, but the Commission needs to reinforce that they want to 
preserve the heritage and history of the 7th Street Methodist Episcopal Church.  It may 
be that the building is not salvageable.  He is pleased that Dr. Mosier will be on the 
agenda next month. 
 
Commissioner Hill stated that the two (2) history classes she mentioned that are offered 
at the college would be a good place for the history of the church and the congregation 
to be included.   
 
Chairman Meditz stated that KCKCC used to have a course on Wyandotte County 
History and they no longer have it which is a detriment to the community. 
 
The next meeting of the Commission will be Monday, April 5, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 


